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A haunting meditation on aging 
and self-determination. 

Il pleuvait des oiseaux

1916. In the woods of Northern  
Ontario rise the flames of the Great 
Fire of Matheson, one of many  
forest fires that ravaged the pro-
vince. The young Boychuck narrowly  
escapes death, forever scarred by the 
sight of his homeland in ashes.

Decades later, a photographer takes 
interest in the survivors of those Great 
Fires. She will come to know some 
of them, venerable old hermits living 
deep in the woods still prizing their 
freedom.

A story of survival and dignity and 
a shining demonstration that love, 
hope and the desire to be free do 
not wither with age.
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JOCELYNE SAUCIER is a multi- 
award-winning novelist, notably  
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